THE SIMMONS FIRM, ALC
Suite 390 The Promontory

11440 West Bernardo Court

San Diego, California 92127-1655
Date:
October 24, 2007

From:
The Simmons Firm, ALC (TSF)

Re:
Office Status and Reopening Following Mandatory Evacuation

As announced previously, TSF offices were closed indefinitely on Monday, October 22, 2007, in compliance with a mandatory evacuation order given by the Office of Emergency Services (OES), prompted by the imminent, wind-driven arrival of the Witch Creek Fire.  At noon today (Wednesday), emergency authorities lifted their mandatory evacuation order.

It is a tribute to those tireless men and women, both paid and unpaid, who protected us all from danger, and a remarkable show of local, state and federal cooperation in the face of this catastrophe, that a crisis of such objective magnitude would displace our office for merely 3 business days.  

TSF will resume normal operations on Thursday, October 25, 2007.  Let’s get back to business.

We have received calls from clients/friends from across North America expressing their grave concern for our business and conveying their unconditional support.  For that, we are grateful beyond words, and thank each one of you.  In answer to your inquiries, all of our personnel and their families are safe, and on return to our homes, we learned that none of us have sustained material damage to our property or disruption to our lives based on these recent events.  Too, the office and its contents were unharmed, and while we resume our post delayed, we are otherwise unhampered by the events of this week.  Our values have not changed, our devotion is not compromised, our client-dedication paramount.

As you have learned from media reports, however, this community has not been so fortunate.  Friends of TSF know that our domain name “rblaw.com” symbolizes our strong tie to Rancho Bernardo, and yes, it is a ravaged community.  Hundreds of families within a mile of our office have lost their homes.  Media reports have not exaggerated this tragedy.  We are committed to doing what we possibly can to assist this community in healing, and deriving strength from this horrific moment in time.  In due course, we will try to provide you information on the healing and reconstruction of this incredible community on our website.

To stay within the theme of our website generally, a fitting quote for today is from the motion picture Chitty Chitty Bang Bang:  “From the ashes of disaster grow the roses of success.” We will mourn this disaster, but only for the purposes of leveraging it into what this success this community was destined to realize.  
